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1681 August 19, 1904 

BRAZIL. 

Beparts from Bahia — Mortuary statistics — Pla<jue and smallpox. 

Consul Furniss reports, July 18 and 25, as follows: 

During the week ended July 16, 1904, 119 bodies were interred in 
the Bahia cemeteries. 

Causes of death: Alcoholism, 1; arterio-sclerosis, 3; beriberi, 8; 
Bright's disease, 2; bronchitis, 5; cancer, 1; cerebral congestion, 2; 
cirrhosis of liver, 3; diarrhea and d3^sentery, 12; erysipelas, 1; hepa- 
titis, 1; malarial fever, 31; meningitis, 2; nephritis, 3; organic diseases 
of heart, 7; pneumonia, 2; pulmonary tuberculosis, 10; senile debility, 
6; stillborn, 1; sj'philis, 4; tetanus neonatorum, 3; umbilical hemor- 
rhage, 3; whooping cough 1; plague, 5; suspected plague, 3; other 
causes, 27. 

I have also to inform you that for the same period there were 5 
fresh cases of smallpox with no deaths. 

During the week ended July 23, 1904, 108 bodies were interred in 
the Bahia cemeteries. Causes of death: Aneurism, 1; arterio-sclerosis, 
3; asthma, 1; beriberi, 8; bronchitis, 2; cerebral congestion, 1; cir- 
rhosis of liver, 2; diarrhea and d3'sentery, 14; erysipelas, 1 ; gangrene, 
1; intestinal obstructions, 2; hepatitis, 1; malai'ial fevers, 6; nephri- 
tis, 2; organic diseases of heart, 4; peritonitis, 1; plague, 2; suspected 
plague, 3; pneumonia, 1; pulmonary tuberculosis, 14; senile debility, 
3; stillborn, 4; syphilis, 2; tetanus neonatorum, 3; enteric fever, 1; 
umbilical hemorrhage, 1; other causes, 24. 

I have also to inform you that for the same period there were 10 
fresh cases of smallpox, with no deaths. 

Seports from Rio de Janeiro — Yelloio fever, plague, and smallpox — 
Plague at Bahia — Disinfection of vessels at Para. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, Julj^ 20 and 21, as follows: 
During the week ended July 16 the following vessels were inspected 
and issued bills of health from this oiEce. On the 13th instant the 
Danish bark Agnes Agneta, in stone ballast, from this port to Santiago 
de Cuba, no passengers, and 4 new members of the crew taken on here. 
On the same date the German steamship Bellaggio, for New York, with 
a cargo of coffee, 3 cabin passengers, no steerage from here, and no . 
change in the personnel of the crew while in this port. On the same 
date the British steamship Terence, for New York, with a cargo of 
coffee, 2 cabin and 6 steerage passengers from this port, and with no 
change in the personnel of the ship's crew while in tnis port. On the 
16th instant the British steamship Cynthia, for Baltimore, with a cargo 
of manganese ore, no passengers of any class, and with no change in 
the personnel of the crew while in this port. On the same date the 
French steamship Caravellas, for New Orleans, with a^ cargo of coffee, 
no passengers of any class, and with no change in the personnel of the 
crew while in port. 

These were all the vessels sailing from this city to United States 
and Cuban ports during the week under consideration. 

126 



August 19, 1904 1682. 

Plague in Baliia, Brazil. 

The following reports have been received in this office: 

^'' Bahia^ July 1'2, WOlf.. — The Journal de Noticias published to-day 
the instructions to be observed in regard to plague, written and pre- 
pared by Dr. Victor Godinho, and recently published in Maranhao. 

"The department of hygiene has recommended that the persons liv- 
ing along the railroad Bahia-Alagoinhas observe the strictest vigilance 
and care in regard to the persons who travel along this line. The 
Government continues to take every measure toward the ai'rest of this 
disease. 

^^ July 16, IQOJf. — There arrived here to-day the serum and antipest 
vaccine, which will at once be used in the isolation hospital. The 
army officer commanding this district has ordered the strictest meas- 
ures to be taken in order to prevent any infection of the troops sta- 
tioned here. 

''^ July 17, 1904.. — In the isolation hospital to-day 2 persons were 
entered who were attacked with bubonic plague. The}^ at once 
received the serum treatment, and the precautionary measures deter- 
mined upon by the health department were at once put into practice. 

'^ July 18, 1904- — To-day there were 2 new cases suspected of being- 
bubonic plague. Up to this date there have been 8 persons taken to 
the isolation hospital. Of this number 2 have already died. 

'•^ July 19, 1904. — The measures put in force by the health depart- 
ment toward the suppression of plague are continued strictly. The 
inspector of hygiene recommends that every person who has in the 
least way been. in contact with cases or suspected cases of plague 
receive at once the serum vaccination. To-day there was one case of 
plague verified, and one case suspected of being plague." 

Disinfection at Para of vessels from infected ports. 

A dispatch of date of the 18th instant states that a complete disin- 
fecting apparatus has been installed upon a barge, and that from that 
date all vessels proceeding to that port from places where there are 
cases of plague will be thoroughly disinfected. 

Sanitary report of Rio de Janeiro, week ended July 17, 1904- 

During the week there were in all 382 deaths, a great improvement 
upon the preceding week, and this notwithstanding that there was an 
increase in the deaths from variola. 

Of this total number, nodeaths were caused by yellow fever, although 
there were 4 cases of this disease reported during the week. At the 
close of the week there were 2 cases of 3'^ellow fever under treatment 
in the Hospital SSo Sebastiao. Plague caused 3 deaths with 4 new 
cases reported during the week, and at the week's end there were 
10 cases in the Hospital Paulo Candido. Variola caused 111 deaths 
with 214 cases reported, and at the close of the week there were 289 
cases undergoing treatment at the Hospital Sao Sebastiao. 

Two deatns were caused by measles, 1 hy whooping cough, 1 bj^ 
diphtheria, 14 by grippe, 2 by enteric fever, 2 by dysentery, 2 by beri- 
beri, 4 by malarial fever, 81 by tuberculosis, and none by scarlet fever, 
choleraic diseases of children, or leprosy. 
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The deaths occurred, as regards localities, as follows: 

In private houses, hotels, and other domiciles, 231; in civil hospitals, 
99; in military hospitals, 11; in Santa Casa de Misericordia, 34; in 
asylums, convents, etc., 2; in ships in port, none, and in unknown 
places, 5. 

As regards ages, the deaths were as follows: Less than 1 year, 64; 
more than 1 year and not more than 5. 60; 5 to 10 vears, 19; 10 to 20 
years, 28; 20 to 30 years, 79; 30 to 40 years, 32; 40 to 50 years, 38; 
50 to 60 years, 16; more than 60 years of age, 46. Males, 212; females, 
170. Brazilians, 321; foreigners, 60; nationalitj^ unknown, 1. 

The daily death-rate average was 54.57 for the week, in comparison 
with 61 for the previous week and with 42.85 for the corresponding 
week last year. 

The highest range of the thermometer was on the 11th instant, 27.6° 
C, and the lowest on the 16th, 15.5° C, while for the week there was 
an average of 20.12° C. 

There was no rainfall for the week. 

Mortality (luring Jrine, 1904- — Measures of disinfection and sanitation. 
Report of medical demographer. 

During the month of June, 1904, the sanitary condition of Rio de 
Janeiro was not satisfactory. 

In comparison with the previous month. May, the daily death rate 
was raised from 48.03 to 55.36. This increase is almost exclusively 
due to the increase in the mortality from variola, which disease, 
although daily increasing in epidemicity is not yet comparable to the 
epidemics of the years 1887, 1891, or 1895. In this connection it is 
well to remember that now, under the regulations of the new sanitary 
laws, all cases of variola are reported to the department of health, on 
account of tlie heavy fines and penalties imposed for nonnotification, a 
state of affairs which did not exist formerly, under the old regulations 
and laws, since the health authorities did not then have, as they have 
to-day, these laws and resources at their disposal. 

Yellow fever caused 4 deaths. Since the beginning of this year 
there have been only 38 deaths from this disease. During the period 
of 5 years past the following numbers of deaths have occurred during 
the months of June in these vears: 1899, 25; 1900, 28; 1901, 17; 1902, 
131; 1903, 10. 

Comparing the mortality from transmissible diseases in June with 
the similar mortality during the month of May we find the following 
figures: Yellow fever, 4 in June as compared with 10 during May; 
plague, 4 compared with none; variola, 327 compared with 194; 
measles, 2 compared with 3; scarlet fever, 2 compared with 0; whooping 
cough, 5 compared with 4; diphtheria, 1 compared with 1; grip, 46 
compared with 41; enteric fever, 2 compared with 4; dysentery, 7 
compared with 6; beriberi, 9 compared with 3; leprosy, 2 compared 
with 0; malarial fevers, 24 compared with 27, and tuberculosis, 228 
compared with 204. 

The central disinfection station received during the month 739 noti- 
fications of infectious diseases, namely, 12 of yellow fever, 7 of 
plague, 680 of variola, 26 of tuberculosis, 5 of diphtheria, 1 of mea- 
sles, and 1 of leprosy, compared with 18 notifications of yellow fever, 



